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For Immediate Release
Special Gifts for Special Needs
Elmer’s Products are a Holiday Best Bet 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (Dec. 7, 2007) – Let Elmer’s® Products, Inc., take the confusion out of holiday toy shopping for special needs children. AblePlayTM, a nationally renowned toy rating system, has recently recognized two Elmer’s products as “good” and “very good” for kids with special needs. Products are rated to take the guesswork out of shopping for parents, special educators and therapists.

Products are evaluated for their appropriateness among four disability categories. The categories include physical disabilities related to a child’s motor systems; sensory disabilities related to a child’s ability to gather and understand information through any of the five senses; communicative disabilities related to a child’s lack of verbal communication due to limited or altered comprehension; and cognitive disabilities related to a child’s inability to process information, reason, remember and express emotions. 

Using the AblePlay Assessment ToolTM, AblePlay evaluators assess each toy with five to eight children of varying abilities during at least five play experiences. Additionally, parent and child observations and evaluator comments are factored in. All AblePlay evaluators have degrees in special education, early childhood education or a related therapeutic discipline and are certified by the National Lekotek Center.

3D Washable Paint Pens, were rated “very good” in the sensory and cognitive categories. The pens were also rated “good” in the physical and communicative categories. Available in 12 different variations, 3D Washable Paint Pens dry raised, making the artwork literally “pop” off the page. 
-more-
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The pen applicator makes the product fun and convenient to use, while avoiding any mess. Completely safe, non-toxic and washable, the extensive 3D Washable Paint Pens product line comes in a wide palette of colors, styles and scents. 

Squeeze ‘n Brush®, which contains a paint applicator with a brush tip, was rated “good” in all four categories. The refillable brush contains washable tempera paint which is safe and non-toxic.  The product is mess-free and easy-to-use. 

“We’re committed to offering quality products that fulfill the inherent need for all children to create, build and learn,” said Terri Brown, Elmer’s marketing services and communications manager. “It’s important to us AblePlay recognizes the benefits of our products and their inclusion in a special needs setting.”

For more information on the products visit www.elmers.com. To learn more about the rating visit www.ableplay.org. 
Company Background

Elmer’s® Products, Inc., headquartered in Columbus, Ohio, has been a trusted brand and industry leader for nearly 60 years. Elmer’s produces a variety of well-known adhesives, arts and crafts, educational and office products for use at home, school or business. Elmer’s branded products are developed to provide project solutions and to fulfill the consumer’s inherent needs to create, build and learn.  Elmer’s also markets the number one instant adhesive in the U.S., Instant Krazy Glue®, X-ACTO®, a leader in innovative cutting blades, knives and office supply products, and Bienfang® framing and arts and crafts products. With recent acquisitions, Scientific Explorer™, creator and distributor of science-based educational products for children, GiddyUp™, producer of licensed arts and crafts products for children, and ColorLoco™, maker of Blendy Pens, are each an Elmer’s Products, Inc., company. For more information visit www.elmersbrands.com. 
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